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testimony". So in ot her words when the issue has been settled
with regard to the fact that this child cannot testify in court,
good cause ha s been shown that there is a compelling need for
this individual, this child witness or this child victim to not
suffer the trauma of the courtroom, the trauma of the crowd,
that what will happen is that they will be videotaped, and that
is a good measure. But what my amendment does is says that that
is all that will happen, they will be videotaped. They will not
be allowed to ha v e the prosecuting attorney videotape it and
then bring that child back into court anyway. Because the w ay
that LB 90 is writ ten cur rently, without this amendment, you
will have that chi ld v id eotaped a n d th e op tion th ere, th e
ability there f o r the attorneys to bring that child into court
anyway. If we are really truly going to say that LB 9 0 is a
children's bi l l, and that LB 9 0 is out ther e to prote ct
c hildren, then the only way we can do that, the only way we ca n
do that l egitimately and ho nestly i s by only allowing that
videotape to be used once the compel!ing need has been shown.
and we do that by adopting this amendment to the bill. Nany of
you have spent a lot of tim e listening to the argu ments on
LB 90, many of you have been contacted on this, in the last few
days you' ve gotten calls to support LB 90 without any of H a ll' s

legitimate amendments, but those ar e all goin g away. This
amendment is not going to go away. This is an amendment that we
n ed to discuss. This is the hea rt and soul of the bill.
Senator Scof.ield argued, on General Elle, that if we adopted
this amendment we gut the bill. I don't understand how we gut
t he bill. I f t h e argument is tha t w e are ou t to p ro te ct
children, that we want to bring LB 90 before the body and have
it become law, because we need to look out for children, then it
is my belief that we look ou t for tho s e chi ldren t h roughout
LB 90 a n d we s t r i k e "ordinarily", because what "ordinarily" does
is it a ll ows that prosecuting attorney the option to determine
w hether or not we protect a child. We , as a body , don't hav e
that option any longer. We have delegated that option to the
prosecuting attorney, and that is not right. We should ad opt
this amendment s o tha t we clearly state and we honestly state
t hat L B 9 0 i s a ch i l d r en ' s b i l l . I wou l d u r g e am p le d i scu ss i on
of this ame ndment, and I w ou ld mov e th e ad op tion o f the
amendment, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Scofield, please, then Se nator
Wesely .

amendments. A nd a ll th e ame ndments th a t I h a d filed were
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